Joy Davidson
13th July 1941:
“My Dear Pauline,
It was very dear of you to write to us for the 8th & Hope & I have very deeply appreciated your kind thoughts, & the messages from Mrs Patterson and Mrs Wilberforce & others who knew Joy. Will you please give our best thanks to them all. If any of you have a chance do come & see us here. I need not say how welcome you would be but of course we know how scarce your leisure time is & we realize that we are as Churchill said only part of the “many who owe so much to the few”. This especially applies to me, for Hope is helping with the WVS.
It is hard to realize a year has passed since Joy passed from our physical sight & I still feel I cannot trust myself to [...] of all that means to me, yet we often feel she is helping us still, & it is good as you say to remember she died for her country & did her part so gallantly here.
July 8th happens also to be Hope’s birthday, & this year we felt it would be a help to get out of Tunbridge Wells for that day, so we motored down to Purley, to see friends who have been having a trying time, from Blitz etc & then went on to Reigate to see other friends & stay the night. The country is looking lovely, & the little change helped us over a difficult day.
I have left Sulgrave [..] Hotel as I found the expense too much in these much taxed days & am now sharing rooms in this house with Hope where we are v. comfortable. I hope you have good news of your father & that you are keeping well yourself
